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A Note from Pastor David� 
 

The December 15 electronic news 
of the Minneapolis Area Synod made the 
official announcement of all bishop 
nominees for our Synod Assembly Feb-
ruary 16-18 election. I join seventeen 
other pastors on the list plus anyone else 
who is nominated in the first round of 
the election. 
What does this nomination mean for 

St. James and me? First, it says that our 
synod recognizes St. James and her pas-
tors as leaders for our synod. Former St. 
James pastor Nancy Bence is also on the 
list. And two of our former pastors, 
David Olson and Gary Knutson, have 
served the ELCA as bishops.             
Secondly, it means that we are a signifi-
cant part of the process of electing a new 
bishop. I invite your ongoing prayers for 
our synod, all the nominees, and our 
delegates Dick Olson, Kaitlyn Ferguson, Margaret Thomsen, and pastors. 
What does the nomination not mean? It does not mean that I am leaving St. James 

or that I want to leave St. James. To the contrary, I absolutely love it here. You all oc-
cupy a very special place in my heart, and I am  exceedingly energized to partner with 
you in our response to God’s calling and promise. I think our staff and our congrega-
tion are top-notch and our future together is very bright! 
I will continue to serve you to the best of my abilities throughout this process and 

synod discernment, offering our generous support and leadership for the life and      
mission we share as the Minneapolis Area Synod-ELCA. God bless us all in this New 
Year. 
 
       Pr. David C. Lechelt 
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Annual Meeting January 29 
 

The annual meeting of St. James Lutheran Church will be held on Sun., 
Jan. 29.  A potluck meal will be held at noon, with the meeting beginning at 
12:30 p.m. 
If you plan to attend the potluck, please sign the sheet in the narthex 

indicating a main dish, salad, or dessert. Volunteers are also asked to help 
with set-up.  
 

Adult Ed Schedule 
 
 

Adult Ed is held each Sunday morning in the Peter & Paul room at 9:57 
a.m. All are welcome to attend this lively discussion! January’s topics in-
clude studying the texts together. 

 

Reminder: Herald Mailed Quarterly 
 

The Herald newsletter is still published each month, but is being mailed 
only on a quarterly basis.  
Those receiving it by email will still receive a monthly Herald. You may 
also pick up a copy near the main entrance doors anytime. 

New Year’s Worship 
 

Worship on New Year’s Day, 
Sun., Jan. 1 will be at 10:00 a.m. 
only! 

January Office Schedule 
 

The church office will be closed Fri., Dec. 30 and Mon., Jan. 2 to cele-
brate the New Year, as well as Mon., Jan. 16 for Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 
In case of an emergency, contact Pastor David Lechelt at 952-913-0852 

or Pastor Jill Bergman at 651-269-0266. 

Decoration Change  
 

Volunteers are needed to take 
down Christmas decorations on 
Sat., Jan. 14 at 9:00 a.m. All help 
is welcomed! 

Drivers Needed 
 

Drivers are desperately 
needed for    Dinner at Your Door 
on the second Tuesday and third 
Monday of each month. Substitute 
drivers are also needed! The aver-
age age of St. James drivers is 75! 
If you are available, contact Judy 
Olsen at 763-533-4868. 

Publication Deadlines 
 

Submission deadlines for St. James’ various publications are as fol-
lows… 

Pews News: every Monday at noon.  
Herald: 15th of each month by noon.  
Items received after the deadline will be included in the next publication 

cycle.      

Sunday Worship Schedule  
 

8:45 a.m.—Evangelical Lutheran Worship setting 
9:57 a.m.—Education hour– all ages 
11:00 a.m.— “Now the Feast and Celebration” by Marty Haugen 

Church Office Hours 
       The church office is open Mon-Thurs. 7:15 a.m.—4:30 p.m. and Fri. 
7:30-10:00 a.m. 
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Happenings 
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Men’s Breakfast 
 

The next Men’s Breakfast is Sat., Jan. 14 at 8:00 a.m. at Fat Nat’s Eggs (36th & 
Winnetka).  

Over 55’s  
 

On Mon., Jan. 30 the Over 55’s will have lunch at Old Country Buffet in Crystal 
at 11:30 a.m. Please bring suggestions for outings in 2012. Also be ready to pay your 
$5 dues and suggest a charity to receive a donation. 

Second Sunday Singers 
 

Anyone who enjoys singing is invited to participate in the Second Sunday Sing-
ers. This group requires very little commitment; simply come at 8:15 a.m. on the 
second Sunday of each month. We will rehearse a piece, then perform it later in the 
service.  No prior experience is needed. Contact Deanna Loken with questions: 763-
533-4631 or deannaloken@aol.com 

St. James Choir 
 

There’s a place for you in the St. James choir! Anyone is welcome to join at any 
time.  Rehearsals are Wednesday nights from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. and they sing in wor-
ship twice a month.  
Contact Deanna Loken at 763-533-4631 or deannaloken@aol.com with ques-

tions. 

Offering  
Envelopes 
 

The 2012 offering 
envelopes are ready to 
be picked up in the 
narthex. Thank you! 

 

Changes of  
Address 
 

Eric Hansen 
5545 Orleans Ln N  
Apt 8 
Plymouth, MN 55442 
 

Nancy Klemm 

19850 Forest Rd N  
Apt 118 
Forest Lake, MN 
 55025 
 

James Graham 

1786 Hennepin Ave  
Apt 6 
Minneapolis, MN 
 55403 
 

John Raether 

2551 38th Ave N  
Unit 401 
Minneapolis, MN 
 55421 

Welcome New Members 
 

We joyfully welcomed the following new members on December 11: 
 

Nadine Brooker (7000 62nd Ave N, Apt 230, Brooklyn Park, MN 55428, 763-
568-7338).  

Bonnie Jacobson (6922 45th Place N, Crystal, MN 55428, 701-293-7816).  
Paul Weber (4689 Gettysburg Ave N., New Hope 55428, 612-388-9929).  

Communion Alternatives 
 

St. James has gluten-free communion wafers available for those with gluten, 
wheat, dairy, corn or soy allergies, as well as grape juice. Just ask for one of these 
alternatives when receiving communion. 

“Gospel E” Weekly Email Newsletter 
 

St. James has a weekly email newsletter, the “Gospel E,” which is sent each 
week to St. James members who want to receive this newsletter. It features an article 
from Pastor David and a few upcoming events each week. 
To sign up for the Gospel E, please email Amanda Burns at 

aburns@stjamesincrystal.org.  
 



Children & Family Ministry 
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9:57 Update 
 

This month we will kick off the New Year with a surprise Sunday on January 8! 
Bring a friend and get ready for some fun. We can’t tell you what is planned – you just 
have to come and find out! 
On Sun., Jan. 15, we’ll be back to BibleSong and wrapping up the Books of Moses 

with stories about King David. It’s sure to be exciting! 

 

 

 
 

Winter Family Events 
 

Is there interest in any family events on a weekend over the winter? If the snow 
ever flies, how about sledding at Lions Valley Place Park? Or, a movie night?  
Contact Shayna Anderson (sanderson@stjamesincruystal.org or 763-537-3653) if 

you are interested and we’ll work to make 
things  happen! 

 
 
 
 
Dates to Remember 
 

January 

1 – No 9:57 
8 – Surprise Sunday! 
 

February 

12- Camp Sunday 

Note to  
Compassion  
International 
Sponsors 
 

Sponsors, did you 
know that you can 
now write to your 
sponsored child by 
l o g g i n g  i n  t o 
www.compassion.com
? They have an awe-
some new tool to use! 
You pick from differ-
ent stationery tem-
plates, write your let-
ter, upload pictures 
from your computer 
and click send! It’s 
quick, easy and per-
haps will help you 
(like it helps me) re-
member to write to 
and pray for your 
sponsored  ch i ld . 
Check it out if you 
haven’t already. If 
you’re not a Compas-
sion sponsor and 
would like to know 
more about it, contact 
Shayna Anderson or 
Pastor Jill Bergman! 

-Shayna Anderson,  

Dir. Of Family  

Ministry 
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Youth & Family Ministry 

Youth Night at  
St. James 
 

The January youth 
nights are Wed., Jan. 4, 
and 18 at 6:00 p.m.  
Come play games, 

hang out, do homework 
and have fun! 

Confirmation 
Dates To  
Remember 
 

January 4: no class 
 

January 11: Wild-
fire Event at Holy Na-
tivity (3900 Winnetka 
Ave. N., New Hope, MN 

55427) – this will be an 
event focused on bully-
ing and parents are in-
vited to attend. 

Eat Wings, Raise Funds! 
 

On Mon., Jan. 16, Buffalo Wild Wings (5590 West Broadway– Crystal) is host-
ing a fundraiser for the St. James youth from 3:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
You must present a ticket (located on the name tag table or from the St. James 

website events page) to your server for St. James to get credit. 
Buffalo Wild Wings will donate 10% of all pre-taxed food sales (less alcohol and 

promotional discounts) from any guest who presents the fundraising ticket.  
Please support our youth and enjoy some wings at the same time! 

Tastefully Simple Youth Trip Fundraiser 
 

Kristi VonDeylen is holding a Tastefully Simple Fundraiser for the St. James 
youth going to the Youth Gathering in New Orleans in July 2012. 
Twenty-five percent of all purchases will be donated to the youth. To place an 

order, visit www.tastefullysimple.com/web/kvondeylen and select St. James Church 
Fundraiser as your hostess at check out. 
You can place an order anytime between now and 2/29/12. Your order will be 

shipped directly to your house in a timely fashion. No need to wait until the time has 
passed to receive your order.  
Tastefully Simple is the original national home taste-testing company featuring 

more than 60 simple and delicious foods. 



Prayer Concerns  
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Hospitalizations 
Les Lamb 
 

Correction: Ken Nelson & Harley Mead were mis-
takenly listed under Funerals instead of Hospitaliza-
tions in the December 2011 Herald. We apologize for 
any confusion.  
 

Sympathy 
Lillian Jespersen on the death of her sister 
Cathi Prybilla on the death of her sister 
Barb Rierson on the death of her mom, Vi. 
 

Memorials 
 

Bell Choir Fund in memory of Norma Sondrol, 
Dr. James Pattie from Lorraine LaFontaine. 
Endowment Fund in memory of Mabel Butcher 

from Ozzie Hellen, Ken & Phyllis Nelson. In memory 
of Pauline Howard from Frode & Lillian Jespersen. 
Funeral Lunch Fund in memory of Mabel 

Butcher from Earle Lindquist. In memory of Norma 
Sondrol from Mabel Butcher. 
Handicap Door in memory of Norma Sondrol 

from Arlin & Vicky Butcher, Greg & Dianne Johnson. 
HVAC Fund in memory of Norma          Sondrol 

from Maxine Rykken, John & Kristine Nymoen, Dale 
& Agnes Berger, Ken & Nancy Bence, Mary Brown, 
Lois Selle, Carole Thoe, Carroll & Shirley Anderson, 
George & Orla McClure, Marv & Sue Berke, Connie 
Blom, Thelma Bruning, Ross & Oda Keske, Jack & 
Chris McLellan, Judy Decker, Mattie Erdahl, Dee 
Burrington, Wayne Johnson, Mae VanBockel, Audrey 
Nelson, Gary & Paulette Peterson, Burnce Anderson, 
Hermie Brost, Mike Stanchfield, Stan & Connie Tik-
kanen. 
Kidpack in memory of Mabel Butcher from Carol 

Koosmann, Erv & Peg Tutila, George & Orla McClure, 
Evelyn Jacobs, Amanda & Andy Burns, family and 
friends. In memory of Norma Sondrol from Amanda & 
Andy Burns, Roger & Sandy Johnson, Ruth Stanch-
field, Carol Koosmann, Russ Sondrol. 
Loaves & Fishes in memory of Norma Sondrol 

from Bill & Eunice Kistner, Nancy Horberg. 
Music Fund in memory of Norma Sondrol from 

Nancy Lohmann, Jackie Warmbo. 
NEAR in memory of Ruth Radloff from Earle 

Lindquist. In memory of Mabel Butcher from Jim & 
Emily Hauan, Bill & Eunice Kistner. In memory of 
Norma Sondrol from Clarence & Elaine Peterson.  
Quilting Fund in memory of Mabel Butcher from 

Jackie Harlow, Ruth Stanchfield, Jim & Judy Olsen, 
Dick & Jo Olson. In memory of Norma Sondrol from 

Jim & Judy Olsen, Mabel Butcher, Evelyn Jacobs, Erv 
& Peg Tutila, Terry & Lana Teigen, Don & Lorraine 
Benson. 
Sound System in memory of Norma Sondrol from 

Roger & Susan Eggen. 
 
 

Gifts 
 

Endowment Fund in honor of Ruth Stanchfield, 
Micah Award Recipient, and Jim & Emily Hauan’s 
50th wedding anniversary from Ozzie Hellen.  
Loaves & Fishes in honor of Ruth Stanchfield, 

Micah Award Recipient, and Jim & Emily Hauan’s 
wedding anniversary from Bill & Eunice Kistner. 
NEAR in honor of their 50th wedding anniversary 

from Jim & Emily Hauan.  
 
 
 

Letters of Thanks 
 

Thank you for your gift of $2,500 to support Kait-
lyn Ferguson’s academic pursuits here at Luther Semi-
nary! Your support eases the financial obligations of 
attending seminary, allowing Kaitlyn to respond to the 
call of the Holy Spirit. Your gift is an investment in the 
next generation of bold and faithful Christian leaders. 

Sincerely, 

Katherine Steffen 

Assoc. Director of Development Luther Seminary 

 
 
 
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
I am taking this opportunity on behalf of our con-

gregation to write this letter to convey my heartfelt 
appreciation for your support of your contribution dur-
ing our fundraising month. We received your contribu-
tion with all of our hands praising the Lord for your 
kindness. Your $600 support means a lot for our minis-
try development as well as for our spiritual growth. 
Again, thank you so much for being with us in prayer 
and everything. 

With heartfelt thanks, 

Pr. Andrea Mwalilino 

 

 

(letters of thanks continued on page 9) 

 



Here’s the Good News 
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Usher Schedule 
 
 

January 1 

10:00 a.m.  Clarence Peterson, Vern Christensen, Russ Sondrol, Junior Kautz 
  Ken Lutz 
 

January 8 

8:45 a.m.   O. J. Hellen, Terry Teigen, George McClure, Mike Logas,  
  Roger E. Johnson 
 

11:00 a.m.   Ken & Phyllis Nelson, Pat Ferguson, Judy Berney 
 

January 15 

8:45 a.m.     Mike Stanchfield, Jim Olsen, Stan Tikkanen, John Lindstrom 
  

11:00 a.m.   Wayne Rierson, Don & Deb Edmondson 
 

 

January 22 
 

10:00 a.m.   Erv Tutila, Marv Berke, Jim Hauan, Jim Gronlund, Becki Smith, 
  Tim Buck 
 

January 29 
 

  Team 1 

Outreach Partner: Loaves & Fishes 
 

Loaves & Fishes mission statement is to provide nutritious meals to people who 
are hungry in the Twin Cities metro area in an atmosphere of hospitality. Locations 
are in areas where it is needed most. Loaves & Fishes develops joint ventures with 
like-minded organizations to assist guests with other basic needs and help them to 

become self-sufficient. 

St. James, along with House of Hope serves the third Thursday of every month. 
The meal is prepared at 2:00 p.m. and servers come at 5:00 p.m. This team serves at 

River of Life Lutheran Church (22nd & Fremont Ave N). 

During 2011, 1,930meals were served at a cost of $.73 per meal. The cost to 
each church was $705.05. St. James sets aside the month of January to raise funds 
for this outreach program. You may make a check to St. James and note Loaves & 
Fishes on the memo line. Please continue to support this effort to feed the hungry in 

our area. Thanks! 

November Food 
Drive Update 
 

Your support for 
the NEAR Food Shelf 
was 650 pounds of food 
and $2,862.18. This 
will be such a help for 
the clients’ Christmas 
boxes and toys. Thank 
you for your help! 

Save the Dates 
 

• Sun., Feb. 12: 

Camp Sunday 

• Wed., Feb. 22: Ash 
Wednesday (Lent 
begins) worship at 
11:00 a.m. and 7:00 

p.m. 

• Sat., Mar. 24: Mur-

der Mystery Night 

• Sat. Mar. 31: First 
Communion Class 

at 9:00 a.m. 

• Wed., Apr. 4: First 
Communion Class 

at 6:00 p.m. 

• Sat., Apr. 21: La-

dies Spring Tea 

• Sat., May 5: Spring 

Work Day 

An Invitation to Fund New Church Tables 
 
 

Have you ever tried to lift one of our rectangular tables? They are solid and the 
kind of heavy that is really hard on the lower back. So, how good would it be for our 
collective lower backs to have new, light but incredibly strong, tables for all of our 
church events? 
Our projected need would be 20 tables @$200 a piece for a total of $4,000. Dol-

lar for dollar matching funds have already been designated for this fundraiser 
through our Street Dance funds. Checks may be written to St. James with designa-
tion of “new tables.” 
Thank your for your generous and back relieving support! 
 

    The Finance Committee 

Prayer Chain  
Requests 
 

Have something or 
know someone you'd 
like put on the prayer 
chain?  
All prayer requests 
start in the church office 
at 763-537-3653 or of-
fice@stjamesincrystal.o
rg weekdays, or by call-
ing Sandy Johnson at 
763-557-9858 evenings 
or weekends.  
 



Bonfire 
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The Kid Pack 
Packing Day 
Schedule 
 

Our next packing 
day for the weekend 
Kid Packs is Tues., Jan. 
3, 4-7 p.m. We pack at 
Emergency Food Net-
work: 8501 54th Avenue 
North in New Hope. 
(On 54th  between 

Boone and Winnetka 

Avenues.)  
Volunteers are 

needed! Please contact 
Cassie Marino 763-504-
498 or by email at 
cassie_marino@rdale.or
g. if you are available 
and would like to assist 
with packing. Please 
wear comfortable cloth-
ing and closed toe 
shoes. 

Save the dates for 

the upcoming packing 

days: 

Tues., Jan. 31 
Tues., Feb. 28 
 
 

 
 
 

Parish Nurse 
Availability 
 

Bonfire Parish Nurse Debbie is happy to check your blood pressure, visit about 
health concerns and planning. Feel free to stop by during her office hours at any of 
the Bonfire churches. Feel free to  contact her at any location. You may also contact 
her at 612-408-2049. 
St. James: the 4th Sunday of the month, and Tuesdays 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Her 

office is in the archives room, across from the Montessori coat racks. If the few steps 
are a  problem to get there, go around outside; there aren’t any steps to tackle! 
House of Hope: the 3rd Sunday of the month, and Thursdays 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 

p.m. 

First Lutheran: the 2nd Sunday of the month, and Tuesdays 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 

 

Not Just Any Calendar! 
 

Have you checked out the 2012 Bonfire Ministry Calendar now available in our 
narthex? It’s full of pictures of the three Bonfire churches:  St. James, First Lutheran, 
and House of Hope. The calendars were produced as a celebration of our work to-
gether as well as a fundraiser to support that important work. 
Did you know that our parish nurse Debbie Haney has not yet received a stipend 

for her work on our behalf? The good news is that we soon anticipate reception of a 
Fairview Foundation grant that will join our projected funding to support a growing 
capacity of community outreach with the good news of health and wellness in 
Christ. 
And did I say Kid Pack? This robust outreach has inspired many in our commu-

nity. And how about our joint worship services. And from the beginning of our col-
laboration we have enjoyed the fruits of our youth leadership network, offering 
monthly confirmation gatherings for seven congregations, youth mission trips, and 
service. 
We have much to be grateful for with our Bonfire Ministry collaboration. 

Please make a generous donation of support to our collaboration in 2012 and 
take a calendar or two. If you don’t need it, share it with your neighbor. It would be 
the Bonfire thing to do. Yes, God does keep blessing this collaboration. Thank you 
for your support! 

     Pr. David Lechelt 
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Library News & Thanks 

Letters of Thanks 
 

To our St. James family, 
We want to thank all who visited, sent prayers, cards and memorials during my 
mother’s final days and at her passing. Special thanks to Pr. David for all his support. 
Also thanks to all involved with the funeral lunch. The kindness and grace you have 
shown us has made all the difference. God Bless You. 

Arlin & Vicky Butcher  

 

Thank you to everyone for the continued well wishes and prayers as Ross has gone 
through his first year of chemotherapy. We are blessed to be at such a wonderful 
church. 

Rachel & Ross Proctor 

 

I would like to thank all of you for both the concern you have shown us and the sup-
port you have given my family and me during this entire summer. The cards, phone 
calls, prayers and memorial gifts for my mother were very much appreciated. It has 
been a long summer, but please know that your care and concern has helped all of us 
immensely. It has once again shown me what a special group of friends we are at St. 
James. 

Lois Selle & family 

 

Thank you kitchen cooks for the delicious lutefisk dinner. Bless their hearts. Thank 
you also to Pr. David for delivery. 

Ada Colvin 

 

Thank you all for the beautiful shawl. I cherish it with all my heart knowing all the 
love that went into making it. I am going to miss all my St. James friends. Peace be 
with all of you. 

Charlene Jerpseth 

 

Book Club News “The Page Turners” 
 

January’s Pick:  Canoeing with the Cree by Eric Sevareid. In 1930, two nov-
ice paddlers – Eric Sevareid and Walter C. Port – launched a secondhand 18-foot can-
vas canoe into the Minnesota River at Fort Snelling for an ambitious summer-long 
journey from Minneapolis to Hudson Bay.  Without benefit of radio, motor, or good 
maps, the teenagers made their way over 2,250 miles of rivers, lakes, and difficult 
portages.  Nearly four months later, after shooting hundreds of sets of rapids and sur-
viving exceedingly bad conditions and even worse advice, the ragged, hungry adven-
turers arrived in York Factory on Hudson Bay.  This is Sevareids’s classic account of 
this youthful odyssey.  The newspaper stories that Sevareid wrote on this trip 
launched his distinguished journalism career, which included more than a decade as a 
television correspondent and commentator on the CBS Evening News.  [from the 
Publisher] 
Join “Page Turners” this month in reading the book Canoeing with the Cree.  The 

group meets Tues., January 3 at 7:00 p.m. in the Peter and Paul room.  All are           
welcome! 
For more information on the book club, contact Linda Judge (at 763-533-4081 or 

judgelinda@msn.com). 
February’s Pick:  Freakonomics: a rogue economist explores the hidden side of 

everything by Steven D. Levitt & Stephen J. Dubner.  

I was very honored to 
be the receiver of the 
Micah Award this year. 
Thank you, to everyone 
who made the decision 
to give me this award. I 
am truly blessed. 

Ruth Stanchfield 

 

 

 

Thank you for your 
donation of lap robes/
blankets. They are 
beautiful! Our residents 
will love them. We 
truly appreciate your 
generosity. 
Melissa Grimmer, Vol-

unteer Coordinator, 

Minnesota Masonic 

Homes 

 

 

Dear friends, 
On behalf of the school 
board of ISD 281, I 
wish to express our 
sincere thanks for the 
gift of $515.86 given to 
Forest Elementary 
School to be used for 
academic needs. Every 
gift makes a difference 
in the quality of educa-
tion we can provide. 
Aldo Sicoli, Superinten-

dent of Schools 




